Ouabain--a local, paracrine, aldosterone synthesis regulating hormone?
10(-4) M ouabain increases aldosterone production at 3.6 and 5.4 mM potassium concentrations, whereas at high potassium concentration (7 mM) even lower concentration of ouabain (10(-8) M) decreases it. As ouabain has been shown to be produced by the adrenal cortex, a local paracrine regulation of aldosterone production by ouabain is suggested depending on extracellular potassium concentration.